THE NEGRO BUSINESS "MAN

warmly shook his hand.) To-day this young man is one
of the most competent and one of the most prosperous
business men of our race, regardless of section, North,
South, East, or West. (Hearty applause.) Recently he
was offered $18,000 for one piece of property which he
owns in Jacksonville, Fla., and if he would sell out to
me to-day all of his real estate and other holdings and
equities, I would be willing to give him my check for
$75,000."

Others are: Edward C. Berry of Athens, Ohio, who owns
and operates a family hotel in which he does a business of
$25,000 to $35,000 a year; J. Walter Hodge of Indian-
apolis, Ind., who, inspired by the recitals at the Business
League meetings, gave up his job as a Pullman car porter,
after he had saved some money, and is now the owner of a
large real estate business; Thomas H. Hayes who, starting
as a day laborer for the Southern Railway, now controls
probably the largest undertaking establishment in Mem-
phis, Tenn.

Perhaps the most remarkable story of business success
ever told before a meeting of the league was. that of J.
H. Blodgett of Jacksonville, Fla. Mr. Blodgett told his
story at the sessions of the league held in Philadelphia
in 1913 at the Academy of Music. By request he in part
repeated it at the meeting held in the Wanamaker Store
the following day. Mr. Blodgett is an ex-slave. He has
had no education whatever except what he has picked up
in his long and successful struggle with life's sternest reali- ,
ties. We will give his story in his own language. Bear
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